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OBSERVATIONS,  &c. 


In  the  account  of  Mr.  Pott's  life  I  have 
aflerted  that  he  had  been  remarkably  fuccefT- 
ful  in  the  treatment  of  thofe  painful  excre- 
fcences  which  are  produced  from  within  the 
verge  of  the  anus,  and  the  removal  of  which 
when  large,  firm,  and  indurated,  has  generally 
been  thought  dangerous  and  unadvifable.  Mr. 
Pott  had  entertained  a  defign  of  writing  on 
this  fubjecl:,  to  lefTen  the  apprehension  of 
practitioners,  by  pointing  out  in  what  cafes 
an  operation  may  be  fafely  performed.  The 
method  which  he  employed  was  not  new,  it 
has  been  defcribed  and  recommended  by 
writers,  and  has  been  frequently  praclifed  on 
piles  in  a  fmall  and  flaccid  ftate,  but  he  often 
aiTerted  he  knew  no  one  who  would  attempt 
to  apply  it  to  the  advanced  ftate  of  the  com- 
plaint y  as  far  as  my  experience  leads  me,  I 
believe  his  afTertion  ftrictly  founded,  or  if  it 
be  praclifed  by  fome,  it  is  by  no  means 
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generally  adopted.   During  the  laft  ten  years 
of  Mr.  Pott's  life  he  had  many  oppor- 
tunities of  performing  this  operation ;  mod 
of  the  patients  I  attended  with  him,  and  found 
that  feveral  of  them  had  previoufly  confulted 
other  eminent  furgeons  from  whom  they  had 
-not  met  with  a  proportion  for  a  radical  cure; 
.in  others  the  difeafe  had  been  abfolutely 
abandoned  as  an  incurable  cancer.    For  thefe 
reafons  Mr.  Pott  thought  it  a  fubjed  well 
worthy  of  the  coniideration  of  practitioners. 
It  is  certainly  a  difeafe  which,  whoever  labours 
.under,  mulf  lead  a  miferable  exigence,  con- 
fequently  every  attempt  towards  the  relief  of 
it  muft  be  proportionably  valuable.   I  there- 
fore conceive  that  a  few  hints  on  this  fubjecl: 
will  not  be  an  improper  appendix  to  the 
foregoing  treatife,  or  unacceptable  to  the 
reader.    As  I  profefs  only  to  give  a  fketch  of 
the  difeafe,  and  fuch  an  account  of  our  author's 
treatment  of  it,  as  I  can  collect,  from  me- 
mory, a  perfect  hiftory  will  not  be  ex- 
pected from  me.    I  can  only  undertake  to 
point  out  its  leading  characters,  and  thofe 
circumftances  in  the  operation  which  chiefly 
deferve  attention;  and  fincerely  regret  that 

they 
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they  were  not  laid  before  the  public  in  Mr. 
Pott's  fuperior  manner. 

The  inteftinum  rectum  is  well  known  to 
be  fubject  to  a  variety  of  difeafes,  from  vari- 
ous caufes ;  from  its  ftructure,  ufe,  and  office, 
and  from  its  lituation,  which  renders  it  liable 
to  be  preffed  upon  by  the  whole  power  of 
the  abdominal  mufcles :  it  is  alfo  fenfibly  af- 
fected by  its  connection  with  other  parts  in 
its  vicinity,  and  it  often  affects  them. 

The  difeafes  we  are  to  treat  of  are  tumors 
originally  formed  within  the  rectum,  and 
produced  by  a  diftention  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
vefiels:  in  this  ftate  they  are  confidered  as 
inward  piles,  and  give  little  trouble  or  uneafi- 
nefs.     In  more   or  lefs  time  the  tumors 

1 

being  increafed  in  fize  are  forced  down  in 
going  to  ftool,  and  return  back  when  the 
abdominal  mufcles  ceafe  to  act ;  foon  after, 
grown  larger,  they  return  with  difficulty,  and 
require  a  confiderable  time  and  preffure  before 
they  will  return :  by  degrees  they  are  more 
irritable  and  painful  to  the  touch  j  at  length 
they  become  indurated  and  ffationary,  and 
are  not  to  be  reduced  by  any  means,  but  are 
extremely  inconvenient,  and  painful  in  the 
greateft  degree.  In  fome  cafes,  while  they  are 
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in  this  fituation,  the  fphinfter  ani  binds  Co 
tight  round  their  bafis  as  to  produce  a  morti- 
fication of  them,  and  thus  effects  a  natural 
cure,  analogous  to  that  which  we  recom- 
mend. 

Mr.  Pott  obferved,  that  it  might  afford 
matter  of  furprize  to  find  that  fuch  tumors 
on  their  firfr.  production  contain  nothing  but 
coagulated  blood;  perhaps  this  blood,  at  firfr. 
either  ftagnating  in  the  haemorrhoidal  veffels, 
or  poflibly  effufed  under  the  internal  coat  of 
the  rectum,  may,  in  time,  become  organifed ; 
this  organic  mafs  being  irritated  by  frequent 
and  fevere  preflure,  may  enlarge  and  become 
firm  and  flefliy  excrefcences :  in  this  ftate 
they  frequently  furnifh  a  difagreeable  fanies, 
or  bloody  difcharge,  and  acquire  an  irritated, 
malignant  appearance. 

There  are  other  tumors  produced  in  this 
part  from  various  caufes ;  as  an  enlargement 
of  the  febaceous  glands,  at  the  verge  of  the 
anus,  and  excrefcences  arifing  from  a  venereal 
or  cancerous  difpofition  in  the  habit,  which 
in  general  are  eafily  diftinguimable  from 
thofe  here  defcribed. 

The  venereal  verruca?  or  excrefcences  are 
a  frequent  lymptom  of  that  poifon,  and  are 

well 


HEMORRHOIDAL  EXCRESCENCES.  7 

well  known  to  practitioners.  They  differ 
in  every  refpect  from  the  tumors  we  treat  of : 
the  bafis  of  them  is  generally  broad ;  they  do 
not  arife  from  the  inteitine,  nor  particularly 
from  the  verge  of  the  anus,  but  indifcrimin- 
ately  from  thence  and  from  the  fkin  in  the 
neighbourhood.  They  are  rather  flat  than 
elongated :  they  may  be  tender  to  the  touch, 
but,  unlefs  when  exafperated  by  ftimulating 
applications,  are  feldom  productive  of  pain. 
In  females,  the  fame  fpecies  of  excrefcence 
frequently  furrounds  the  anus,  covers  the  ex- 
ternal parts  of  the  labia  pudenda  and  the  in- 
ternal of  the  thighs,  feeming  to  be  propagat- 
ed in  moift  parts  by  contact :  by  neglect  they 
fome times  fpread  over  the  groins  and  pubis, 
making  a  large  fungous  mafs,  feparable  into 
diftinct  excrefcences.  It  is  ufelefs  to  attempt 
the  removal  of  them,  until  the  poifon  be 
eradicated  from  the  constitution,  when, 
though  fometimes  obftinate  and  liable  to  re- 
production, they  may  generally  be  made  to 
fhrink  away  by  proper  topical  applications. 

Thofe  which  arife  from  a  cancer  within 
the  rectum,  and  being  thruft  out  appear  ex- 
ternally, are  more  liable  to  be  confounded 
with  the  complaint  we  mean  to  defcribe,  as 
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they  refemble  each  other  in  many  cireum* 
ftances:  both  are  hard,  fwelled,  and  painful; 
both  at  times  furniih  a  difagreeable  fanious 
difcharge;  in  both  cafes  the  patients  have 
the  fame  leaden  pallid  countenance.  There 
are  however  lbme  leading  features  of  diftinc- 
tion  which  may  be  noticed  ;  in  the  cancerous 
protrufions  the  bafis  is  generally  harder,  more 
incompreffible,  and  broader;  and  has  its  origin 
higher  up  in  the  rectum,  commonly  occupy- 
ing the  whole  circumference  of  the  inteftine, 
which  fo  ftraitens  the  paffage  that  the  fasces 
are  expelled  with  difficulty,  and  are  com- 
prefTed  into  a  flat  or  angular  form.  In  the 
cancerous  affection  of  the  rectum,  the  parts 
fometimes  feel  foft  like  a  rotten  fubftance. 
The  pain  of  the  cancerous,  or  malignant 
fungi,  is  unremitting;  whether  they  are  exter-. 
nal,  or  returned  within  the  fphincter,  the  pa- 
tient is  never  at  perfect  eafe,  but  complains  of 
mooting  pains  in  the  region  of  the  loins. 

The  pain  attending  the  hemorrhoidal 
tumors  is  fometimes  great  while  they  are 
external;  but  when  this  arifes  from  the 
ftricture  of  the  fphincter,  if  they  can  be 
returned  within  the  rectum,  it  foon  ceafes. 
When  they  have  been  long  protruded  in 

an 
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an  irreturnable  ftate,  by  degrees  they  become 
accommodated  to  frequent  preffute  and  un- 
lefs  irritated  by  an  accefs  of  inflammation  to 
the  conftitution  from  exercife,  wine,  im- 
proper food,  or  other  caufes,  they  are  com- 
monly not  fo  painful  as  at  their  firft  exit. 

In  both  fpecies  of  tumor  anodyne  injec- 
tions give  eafe,  but  lefs  in  the  cancerous;  the 
return  of  pain  alfo  in  them  is  more  imme- 
diate, more  violent  and  lancinating.  In  the 
prefent  ftate  of  medical  knowledge  we  are 
confined  to  a  defcription  of  this  dreadful  dif- 
eafe,  any  chirurgical  attempt  to  remove  it 
would  but  aggravate  the  mifchief. 

A  protrufion  of  the  rectum  is  alfo  not  an 
uncommon  complaint  in  perfons  of  a  debili- 
tated conftitution :  Mr.  Pott  obferved,  that 
people  who  have  accuftomed  themfelves  to 
aloetic  purges,  are  particularly  fubject  to 
this  complaint ;  and  he  remarked  that  it  is 
fometimes  only  a  fymptom  of  a  generally  re- 
laxed ftate  of  the  internal  coat  of  the  intef- 
tine,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  canal; 
in  which  cafe  he  always  recommended  the 
drinking  lime-water,  which,  joined  with  the 
bark,  he  had  found  to  be  very  materially 
ferviceable.    He  obferved  that  this  complaint 

might 
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might  often  be  entirely  removed  by  anodyne 
glyfters ;  but  he  did  not  approve  of  aftringent 
applications  to  the  part. 

Fortunately  the  procidentia  ani  is  not 
eafily  confounded  with  the  complaint  we 
are  now  confidering.  The  two  difeafes  arc 
perfectly  diftinct. ;  the  one  is  a  protrufion  of 
the  gut,  the  other  is  an  excrefcence  or  en^ 
largement  of  the  vefTels  at  the  verge  of  the 
anus,  protruded  in  many  diftin6t  portions  or 
lobes  ;  of  a  dark,  dufky-red  colour ;  and  in 
every  refpect  different  from  the  procidentia 
abovementioned. 

When  by  long  continuance  and  repeated 
irritations  thefe  tumors  are  formed  into  large 
unreturnable  excrefcences,  nothing  but  the 
hand  of  furgery  can  give  relief;  this  is  the 
ftate  of  the  complaint,  in  which  I  think  the 
practice  of  Mr.  Pott  deferves  our  attention. 
However  large  and  formidable  the  appearance 
of  the  excrefcences,  if  there  was  no  fy mptom 
of  cancerous  malignity,  nor  any  contra-indi- 
cation  in  the  conftitution  or  habit  of  the  pa- 
tient, Mr.  Pott  always  recommended  the 
removal  of  them.  Having  feen  profufe  and 
dangerous  haemorrhages  from  the  ufe  of  the 
knife  in  thefe  cafes,  particularly  in  one  in- 

flance, 
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ftance,  in  which  the  patient  nearly  loft  his 
life,  he  always  preferred  the  ligature.  The 
following  was  his  method  of  performing  the 
operation : — When  the  patient,  by  (training, 
as  if  going  to  ftool,  had  forced  out  the  tu- 
mors as  far  as  could  be  done,  he  laid  hold  of 
one  of  each  tumor  or  lobe,  feparately,  with  a 
blunt  double  hook,  and  drew  it  gently  out- 
wards until  he  difcovered  the  bafis  of  it, 
which  is  ufually  fmaller  and  lefs  indurated 
than  the  part  which  has  been  expofed  to 
friction ;  then  giving  the  hook  to  be  held  by 
an  alTiftant,  he  flipped  a  ligature,  previoufly 
tied  in  a  loofe  knot,  as  near  to  the  bafis  as 
poflible:  when  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  liga- 
ture comprehended  the  whole  lobe  he  drew  it 
tight,  taking  particular  care  to  difcriminate 
between  the  natural  Ikin  and  the  tumor:  none 
of  the  former,  however  elongated,  mould 
ever  be  included  in  the  ligature;  for,  when 
the  tumor  is  removed,  this  will  corrugate 
and  retire  to  its  proper  place,  while  the  lofs 
of  any  considerable  portion  of  it,  by  con- 
tracting and  ftraitning  the  parts,  would 
create  an  inconvenience  feverely  felt  in  riding, 
or  any  other  exercife,  and  alfo  in  the  natural 
functions  of  thofe  parts.  In  the  fame  manner 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pott  proceeded  to  treat  the  remainder 
of  the  lobes,  one  after  another,  taking 
care  not  to  include  more  in  each  ligature 
than  was  necelfary;  if  the  bafis  was  very 
broad,  a  circumftance  which  feldom  hap- 
pened, he  pafled  a  needle  armed  with  a  dou- 
ble ligature  through  the  middle,  and  tied  them 
on  each  fide. 

In  this  manner  I  have  feen  him  treat  fuc- 
cefsfully  feveral  cafes,  in  which  the  tumors 
had  increafed  to  a  considerable  magnitude, 
particularly  two,  where  they  were  at  lean: 
from  eight  to  ten  inches  in  circumference; 
they  had  been  of  long  {landing  and  were  ex- 
quifitely  fenfible.     The  patients  had  long 
been  in  a  ftate  of  hopelefs  mifery,  almoft 
wholly  excluded  from  fociety,  debarred  from 
all  exercife,  and  not  able  to  fit  but  in  a  chaife 
percee;  the  appearances  in  both  thefe  cafes 
were  very  fimilar ;  from  the  turgidity,  at  firffc 
iight,  uniform,   but  on  examination  they 
were  divided  into  diftinct  tumors ;  which  Mr. 
Pott  carefully  feparated  and  treated  as  has 
been  defcribed.  The  operation  fucceededper- 
feclly  well  in  both ;  and  from  that  time  neither 
of  the  patients  has  experienced  the  lean:  in- 
convenience, or  return  of  the  difeafe.  I  never 
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faw  any  kind  of  mifchief  or  alarming  fymp- 
tom  from  this  method  of  extirpating  this  dif- 
eafe,  except  in  one  unfavourable  fubjec~t,  who 
had  been  liable  to  complaints  about  the  neck 
of  his  bladder;  in  him  the  operation  brought 
on  a  return  of  his  old  maladies,  ftrangury  and 
fuppreffion  of  urine,  which  induced  a  necef- 
fity  of  ufing  the  catheter  for  fome  time;  but 
this  fubfided,  and  left  him  as  foon  as  the  tu- 
mors were  feparated.    I  do  not  mention  this 
cafe  as  a  prohibition  to  "the  operation,  but  to 
mew  that  it  is  right  to  attend  carefully  to 
the  parts  contiguous,  which  are  liable  to  be 
affected  by  the  necefTary  inflammation;  that, 
if  the  patient  has  been  fubjecT:  to  complaints 
about  the  bladder,  proper  care  may  be  taken 
to  obviate  and  prevent  them.    Except  this,  I 
know  of  no  harm  which  ever  does,  or  can  arife 
from  the  operation.  Particular  care  mould  be 
taken  to  draw  the  ligature  fufficiently  tight; 
if  it  be  .at  all  too  flack,  fome  vefTels  remain- 
ing pervious,  the  circulation  will  be  continued 
in  fome  part,  by  which  the  duration  of  the 
pain,  and  the  exiftence  of  the  tumors  will  be 
protracted.    In  general,  the  parts  lofing  their 
nourifhment  die  and  drop  off  in  four  or  five 
days.    I  need  not  mention  that  a  proper  an- 
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tiphlogiftic  regimen  both  before  and  after 
the  operation  fhould  be  obferved.  An  ano- 
dyne injection  thrown  up  the  rectum  half  an 
hour  previous  to  the  operation  will  be  effica- 
tious  in  lefTening  the  fubfequent  uneafinefs; 
a  foft  poultice  will  be  found  to  be  the  befl 
topical  application. 

'The  following  cafes  were  obligingly  com- 
municated to  me  by  Mr.  Harvey,  who  attend- 
ed them  with  Mr.  Pott,  and  took  notes  of 
them  at  the  time ;  they  will  greatly  tend  to 
elucidate  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  the 
excellence  of  the  remedy,  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  defcribe. 

CASE  I. 

A  Gentleman  of  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  and  of  a  nervous  irritable  conftitution, 
had  been  during  many  years  of  a  coftive  habit 
of  body,  and  generally  had  recourfe  to  aloe- 
tic  pills  to  procure  ftools.  About  two  years 
before  Mr.  Pott  faw  him  he  firft  perceived  a 
pain  and  fwelling  within  the  rectum,  which 
was  very  troublefome  whenever  he  attempted 
to  difcharge  his  faeces;  until  at  length  the  dif- 
ficulty of  evacuating  them  became  fo  great, 

that 
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that  he  was  obliged  to  inject  oil,  and  to  fit 
over  the  fteam  of  warm  water,  before  he 
could  obtain  any  natural  relief.  He  was  ob- 
liged to  be  very  ftrict  in  his  diet,  as  any  food 
which  was  apt  to  occafion  hardened  faeces 
mod  certainly  gave  him  excruciating  pain. 
The  frequent  {trainings  had  made  a  pro- 
lapfus  of  the  gut  habitual ;  neither  could  he 
get  rid  of  the  faeces,  unlefs  the  excrefcences 
were  firft  protruded  beyond  the  anus.  Ia 
this  fituation  he  travelled  from  Cork  to  Lon- 
don for  Mr.  Pott's  advice.  I  fliould  have 
obferved  that  the  furgeons  he  had  before  con- 
fulted  were  led  to  believe,  from  the  ufual  re- 
medies for  the  piles  not  having  benefited 
him,  and  from  the  unalterable  hardnefs  of 
the  tumors,  that  they  were  cancerous.  When 
I  firft  faw  him,  he  was  much  weakened  by 
the  conftant  irritation,  and  probably  by  the 
continual  ichorous  dilcharge,  which  was  fo 
profufe  as  to  wet  through  many  folds  of  linen 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  Mr.  Pott 
immediately  propofed  the  operation  for  re- 
moving them ;  and  in  this  cafe,  as  in  the 
others,  he  preferred  doing  it  by  ligature  rather 
than  by  the  knife  or  fciflors :  round  the  anus 
{here  hung  a  loofe  flaccid  fkin,  which  Mr. 
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Pott  fuppofed  had  been  a  double  fold  of 
the  inner  coat  of  the  gut  protruded,  and 
which  had  loft  its  natural  texture  and  co- 
lour. The  firft  excrefcence  which  appeared 
feemed  large  enough  to  have  filled  the 
circumference  of  the  inteftine;  it  had  a 
broader  bafis  than  I  have  ufually  fince  feen, 
therefore  Mr.  Pott  pafTed  a  double  ligature 
through  j  and  tying  them  on  each  fide  left  it 
to  {lough  off,  which  it  did  in  a  few  days; 
afterwards  two  fmaller  ones  came  forward, 
were  held  by  the  hook,  and  furrounded 
by  the  ligature ;  they  alfo  came  away  in  the 
poultices,  and  the  Gentleman  returned  home 
in  the  courfe  of  three  weeks  perfectly  cured. 

The  progrefs  and  fymptoms  of  the  other 
cafes  were  nearly  the  fame,  therefore  I  need 
not  be  minute  in  defcribing  them. 

C  A  S  E  II. 

j^RSt — had  been  many  years  dreadfully 
affli&ed  with  this  difeafe,  and  the  furgeons 
of  the  town  where  me  refided  pronounced 
it  abfolutely  to  be  a  cancer ;  her  pain  prevent- 
ed her  from  walking  or  fitting  upright,  and 
fhe  lay  on  a  fofa  patiently  expecting  a  painful 

death. 
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death.  Mr.  Pott  faw  her  during  one  of  his 
excurfions  to  Worcefter,  flie  followed  him  to 
London,  and  the  operation  was  performed  fo 
fuccefsfully,  that  not  only  the  exerefcences 
were  removed,  but  her  health  and  fpirits, 
which  were  before  wretchedly  reduced,  were 
again  perfectly  reftored.  The  excrefcence 
in  this  cafe  was  large,  rugged,  and  unequal  in 
its  furface*  it  had  an  ulcerous  appearance > 
and  very  well  authorifed  the  opinion  which 
the  furgeons  in  the  country  had  given  of  it. 

CASE  nr. 

A  Gentleman  between  thirty  and  forty 
came  from  Carlifle  on  account  of  this  com- 
plaint to  Mr.  Pott.  I  have  feldom  feen  a 
man  more  debilitated  or  nervous;  the  lead 
furprize  made  him  hyfterical:  he  had  la* 
boured  under  the  difeafe  about  a  year;  and, 
from  his  peculiar  irritability,  it  was  accompa- 
nied with  fpafms  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
pain  in  the  urethra,  and  a  difcharge  from  the 
penis,  as  well  as  from  the  rectum,  which  was 
alfo  protruded.  Two  exerefcences  were  re- 
moved, and  afterwards  two  leffer  ones,  not 
having  their  fupport,  came  forward  and  were 

B  likewife 
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Ijkewife  taken  away. — This  Gentleman  fuf- 
fered  more  pain  at,  and  after  the  operation, 
than  in  any  inftance  I  have  feen ;  he  had  a 
fmall  fever,  and  a  great  tendency  to  ftran- 
gury ;  with  the  exhibition  of  anodyne  and 
proper  antiphlogiftic  remedies  he  recovered, 
the  protruded  inteftine  returned,  the  irrit- 
ation at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  left  him,  and 
Jie  gained  a  very  improved  ftate  of  health. 

I  have  feen  many  other  cafes,  but  do  not 
recollect  any  material  difference  in  them  frorn 
thofe  I  have  already  mentioned. 


